M Brierre du Boismont accounts for the comparative exemption of childhood from mental aberration, by the absence of many of the causes so potent in its production in adult life ? not that children do not feel acutely, but their sensations are of a fleeting nature, and in this lies their protection. Neverfhelp?w children who inherit a disposition to mental disease or who possess a highly-nervous temperament, and who are exposed to favouring circumstances, occasionally manifest undoubted svmntoms of the malady. In by far the greater number of cases, the disease has manifested itself partly under the influence of hereditary predisposition, and partly under the influence of puberty or menstruation. On inquiring from the parents the character of the children, the answer has almost always been, that they were, without any cause, sometimes sad, and at other times wild and ungovernable;
